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Purpose 

Junior player placement is one of the most important decisions Kalamunda Cricket 
Club makes each season. 

Where a child plays influences far more than the cricket they experience. It shapes 
friendships, confidence, enjoyment and whether they continue playing the game in 
years to come. 

This Policy explains the principles that guide those decisions while recognising that 
every player, every team and every season is different. 

 

Guiding Principle 

When making junior player placement decisions, Kalamunda Cricket Club will prioritise 
the long-term enjoyment, development, wellbeing and retention of junior players above 
short-term team performance or competitive success. 

 

Club Philosophy 

We believe the strongest Under 12 team today does not necessarily create the strongest 
overall club tomorrow. 

Our aim is to foster a lifelong connection to cricket by creating an environment where 
children enjoy coming to cricket, build friendships, grow in confidence and progress 
through the Club alongside their teammates. We want players to celebrate milestones 
together and, one day, proudly pull on the senior club shirt or continue contributing to 
the club in whatever role they choose. 

Competition remains an important part of cricket, but its purpose is to support learning, 
development and enjoyment, not replace them. Success is measured not only by 
results, but by the positive experiences and lifelong connection to cricket that the Club 
helps create. 

Our decisions are guided by the Club's values of Accountability, Mateship, Family, 
Respect and Fun. 



 
Age Group Philosophy 

Wherever reasonably possible, players will remain within their chronological age group. 

There can sometimes be an assumption that playing in an older age group is the best 
outcome for talented players. At Kalamunda Cricket Club, we do not always share that 
view. 

Playing outside a player's age group is not a reward or measure of success. Children 
develop at different rates, and we believe there are significant benefits to progressing 
through junior cricket alongside peers of a similar age. 

Cricket ability is an important consideration, but it is only one of several factors 
considered when making player placement decisions. 

Wherever reasonably possible, player placement should support friendships and foster 
a strong sense of belonging. Remaining within an age group helps children build 
confidence, experience leadership opportunities and enjoy the game alongside the 
people they grow up with. These experiences are just as important as cricket 
development. 

Strong performances, representative opportunities or physical maturity may all be 
relevant considerations, but they do not automatically justify playing outside a player's 
chronological age group. 

Remaining within chronological age groups also helps avoid unintended eligibility 
challenges that can arise later across different premier cricket age pathways. While this 
is only one consideration, it reinforces the Club's preferred approach. 

For these reasons, remaining within a player's chronological age group will generally be 
the starting point for player placement decisions. However, where exceptional 
circumstances exist, the Committee may depart from this approach where it is satisfied 
that doing so is in the best interests of the individual player or the broader junior 
program, and remains consistent with the principles of this Policy. 

 

Under 10 Philosophy 

The Club recognises that Under 10 (Year 4) cricket is an important introduction to formal 
competition. 

Where permitted under MJCC rules, flexible participation into Under 10 cricket is 
encouraged where it builds confidence, enjoyment and a love of the game. 



 
Beyond Under 10, remaining within chronological age groups becomes the Club's 
preferred pathway. 

Team Formation Philosophy 

The Club does not believe there is one correct way to structure junior teams. 

Depending on player numbers, competition grading requirements and the needs of the 
wider junior program, balanced teams provide the best outcome for player 
development, enjoyment and retention. Team structures should support positive 
experiences across the junior program rather than focusing solely on creating the 
strongest possible teams. 

 

Exceptional Circumstances 

The Club recognises that exceptional circumstances will occasionally justify a different 
approach. 

Factors such as safety, wellbeing, individual circumstances, competition requirements 
or genuine long-term developmental needs may support an alternative placement. 
Each decision will be considered on its merits and remain guided by the principles of 
this Policy. 

The existence of an available MJCC dispensation does not automatically mean the Club 
will support that outcome. 

 

Decision Making 

The Junior Sub-Committee is responsible for player placement decisions and will apply 
the principles of this Policy after consulting the executive committee, coaches, 
coordinators and families where appropriate. 

Parents are encouraged to share information that may assist the Club in understanding 
their child's circumstances. While every perspective is valued, responsibility for 
balancing all relevant considerations rests with the Junior Sub-Committee. 

 


